
 

 

 

unprepared to face the W TO regim e in educat ion that  w ill be applicable from  April 2 0 0 5  w hen I ndian 
universit ies and colleges w ill be exposed to internat ional standards�

Aim ing higher �

I ndia’s educat ion sector is unprepared to face the WTO regim e in educat ion that  will 
be applicable from  April 2005 when Indian universit ies and colleges will be exposed 
to the world’s gaze and internat ional standards. Apart  from  driving licenses, I ndian 
m edical and law degrees are not  recognised abroad. After April 2005, each m em ber 
state would have to carry out  it s own internat ional standard QA (Qualit y Assurance)  
of each university if they want  internat ional recognit ion of their degrees. The Indian 
governm ent  would thus have to carry out  rat ings of I ndian universit ies and colleges 
in term s of internat ional standards of qualit y assurance, teaching infrast ructure, 
student  evaluat ion of teachers and yearly updat ing of curricula. 
 
For the past  two years m eet ings of the com m it tee under the University Grants 
Com m ission responsible for im plem entat ion of the WTO regim e in the educat ion 
sector have constant ly deferred the issue for want  of an answer which will be 
suitable to all the interested part ies. I n fact , a wag says it  m ay be cont inuously 
deferred t ill the next  governm ent  (of whatever hue)  takes over the Delhi throne. The 
tenure of the NDA governm ent  is t ill October 2004 while the WTO regim e in 
educat ion would be applicable from  April 2005.  
I nstead of grappling head on with the challenging WTO educat ional regim e, it  is j ust  
keeping this m at ter in abeyance t ill the next  governm ent  takes over.�

That ’s what  seem s to be the at t itude of the pro-BJP com m it tee. The NDA 
governm ent  is going the whole hog to privat ise even the profit  m aking public sector 
undertakings and even in st rategic areas like oil. But  educat ion is anathem a to it . 
HRD Minister Murli Manohar Joshi, who describes educat ion as a ‘liberat ing and 
evolut ionary force’, has not  com e to grips with the privat isat ion of higher educat ion 
because of his m isplaced sense of it s affordabilit y. Moreover, he m ay lose his clout  in 
universit ies. 
 
I f the count ry's m iddle class can spend hundreds of rupees in get t ing bet ter school 
educat ion for their children, it  can also afford private higher educat ion. I n the new 
free econom y the ult im ate em ployer is the private sector which lays em phasis on 
m erit . Governm ent  j obs are m eant  for those who have 'paise' (m oney)  and 'pehchan' 
(connect ions)  or those who belong to reserved categories. The general category 
students can only look forward to the private sector for gainful em ploym ent . 
 
Except  I ITs and I IMs, m ost  of the other universit ies and colleges are likely to fall 
below internat ional standards, experts in educat ion feel. The curricula in I ndian 
universit ies and colleges are alm ost  50 years old and have not  changed keeping in 
view the requirem ents in the changed scenario of econom ic liberalisat ion and 
privat isat ion. We are st ill teaching an English course which was devised 50 years 
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ago. English curricula in I ndian universit ies is not  being taught  even in England. So is 
the case with other disciplines like m edicine, architecture and law. 

What ’s being taught  is history of no real relevance in get t ing jobs.  
Standards in school educat ion are bet ter than higher educat ion because excellence in 
private schools has com e up as against  governm ent  schools where teaching qualit y is 
abysm ally low. Most  private schools have excelled in qualit y educat ion but  feel 
suffocated with CBSE and NCERT norm s.�

Higher educat ion is st ill chained because it  has not  been privat ised in the count ry. 
Higher educat ion in I ndia is not  being privat ised sim ply because no polit ical party, be 
it  the Congress, BJP, Com m unists, Socialists or Janata Dal brand of polit icians want  
it . All of them  do not  want  to lose their say and influence in I ndian universit ies and 
colleges. These polit icians do not  want  privat isat ion of higher educat ion sim ply 
because they would not  get  the youth cadre for their part ies from  t radit ional 
universit ies.  
 
Polit icians who com e to seek your vote are not  in favour of m eritocracy. They are for 
reservat ion for the special classes. I ndian universit ies and colleges have becom e a 
hot  bed of polit ics. A sizeable num ber of students and teachers are full- t im e polit ical 
act ivists who are not  interested in learning or teaching. Even the Suprem e Court  
took um brage over Delhi University teachers’ refusal to devote ext ra hours to teach 
students. The Left ists have even started a cam paign against  privat isat ion of higher 
educat ion. �

I f higher educat ion is privat ised, who will bother with these polit icians and polit ically-
oriented teachers? Delhi University and Jawaharlal Nehru University are 
bat t legrounds of BJP-Congress and Left ist  students. Every year students' Union 
elect ions becom e scream ing headlines. Lakhs of rupees are spent  by polit ical part ies 
just  to ensure the victory of their student  cadre. I t's ABVP of BJP vs NSUI  of 
Congress in Delhi University or ABVP vs Students Federat ion of I ndia of Left ists in 
JNU. The t radit ional educat ional system , which has sim ply been supplying the white 
collar work- force, is going to be outdated as governm ent  j obs are shrinking 
drast ically due to downsizing of governm ental organisat ions and reservat ion for 
special categories. Students of general category can only afford to look forward to 
the private sector. �

Som e private establishm ents have forayed into the higher educat ion, but  they are 
not  allowed to use the word "degree" with their courses. They can only use the word 
"diplom a" with any course they teach to youngsters to prepare them  for the job 
m arket  in the private sector which is the biggest  em ployer. Teaching any law degree 
is out  of the quest ion as it  would be a violat ion of the Bar Council of I ndia's rules. 
Even in the com puter sector, except  a few educat ional inst itut ions, the private sector 
has yet  to com e up to the internat ional m ark, part icularly in hardware. �

Private inst itut ions in engineering, m edicine, m anagem ent , com puter and law have 
com e up but  they have to funct ion according to the dictates of the UGC and the 
AICTE (All I ndia Council for Technical Educat ion) . Many m inisters and polit icians have 
forayed into the educat ion field j ust  to have their im portance felt  or to m ake m oney 
at  the cost  of the Indian m iddle class. Once private inst itut ions in higher educat ion 
are established with recognit ion from  foreign universit ies, it  would have a catalysing 
effect  on the Indian university educat ion system . Teachers and polit icians will com e 



 

 

to their senses when students flock to private inst itut ions of excellent  learning. 
Parents get  their children adm it ted to t radit ional universit ies because they have a 
fixed m indset  about  the recognised " Indian degrees’. I t's high t im e that  im portance 
is given to m erit , capabilit y and r ight  at t itude rather than earning a degree from  
t radit ional universit ies for the sake of it .   

O P Verm a in New Delhi��
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